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10 June 1555

MEMORANDIM FOR: Acting Chief, D/E/ER

SUBJECT s Heport om CIi Review of m/cmem%
Locuments {or ‘wryposes of Downgrs

1. By mesmorendum of 27 May 1955 the *CIA Position on Downgrading
of CG/COCOR/CHINGCE Documents® (attached) was trensmitied to the
Chalirman, EDAC Executive Committee, The following report has been
propared o inlora you of the work involved in completing this CIa
reviow and to acknowledge the substantial comtribution to thie
project made b and ézrri:sg its latter sizges hy

2. The U3NEL ia Parls POLTO 861 of 11 Hovember 1954 suggested
that the EDIC examine from the imtelligence standpoint this proposed
downgrading of C/C/C documents., IDIC considered this suggestion in
Decesber and concluded that as a group it had no authority to approve
m:ﬁty matters of this kind. with & view townrd establiohing a

dg&%t&m on this matier, Ch/C/RR (with approvel of iecting Chief,
) dirested the underszigned to review the more than 3,000
ms invelved and to make recomeendations thereon i higher
igeney suthority.

« The undersigned, with the consclentious ard untiring assistunce
of devoted at least some part of each of seventy-five
working days to this projsct betwesn 18 Jdovember 1954 and 27 ay 1955,
(1t might de moted that the Executive Committes and cognizant Covermsent
depsrtesnte eonsidered t:is probles lthout suocess during 1953 and
1954, the Deperinent of t:te fiprst having suggested the downgrading
of EICON comications, including $/C/C documents, in Uecember 1953 ).

he This project entalied: accummlation, filing and indexing
of over 3,000 documents, and ldentification of thirteen cateszorles of
documsnts (completed ‘:sy’_: consultation with cognisant
agenclies Including tate, #2040, lomeerce and Defensej establishuent
of criteris to determine sclection of documents as either “ecret or
Confidentisl} conferences with -0/28, EZY/RE, the CIA Classification
Control Officer,and FI/UM, 9G/C, and OCD to obtain igency concurrence
on the methodology camployed in reviewing the documents; i{tem-bp-item
review of 3,00 documents and selection of 1,126 as Sesret; and
proparetion of the atiaghed memorsnda and llsts,
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5. 'The Department of tate has prepered draft instructioms to

» Service posts on the basis of this CIA review, These
mm, and the resulis of the CIA review, are now awmiting
Exeoutive Committes omsiderstion and approwal.
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